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were purchased by Usher in the early part of it.
" Thus we are brought to the conclusion that the
Samaritan, as well as the Jewish copy, originally
flowed from the autograph of Moses. The two
constitute, in fact, different recensions of the same
work, and coalesce in point of history "

The Pentateuch contain a series of first facts
and first things, followed by a system of moral
and ceremonial laws which, by the authority of
all history, were observed by the Israelites down
to their dispersion among the nations of the earth.
Other books of the Old Testament imply the
previous existence of the five books of Moses;
and throughout them all references are had to
these facts and things, but more frequently to
these laws as regulating the religion and civil
polity of the Jews. The whole of the temple ser-
vice was arranged by Solomon, a thousand years
before Christ, according to the law of the Penta-
teuch ; and at his advent all the books of the
Old Testament, as we have them, were known
throughout the world as the sacred books of the
Jews. No intelligent infidel will deny this state-
ment.

" The genuineness of these writings," says Dr. Greenleaf, an
eminent lawyer, author, and Professor of Law in Harvard Uni^
versity, " really admits of as little doubt, and is susceptible ol
as ready proof, as that of any ancient writings whatever. The
rule of municipal law on this subject is familiar, and applies
with equal force to all ancient writings, whether documentary or
otherwise ; and as it comes first in order, in the prosecution of
these inquiries, it may, for the sake of mere convenience, be
designated as our first rule" (of evidence).

"Every document, apparently ancient^ coming from the proper re-